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HOSPITAL NETWORK

mainetobaccofreehospitalnetwork.org



Maine Tobacco-Free Hospital Network
Hospitals Leading the Way to Healthier Communities


Gold Star Standards of Excellence

As leaders in health care, Maine hospitals seek to optimize the health of patients and the surrounding community.  They provide key community support and are exemplary role models of health care excellence. Tobacco-free campus policies are examples of this commitment which benefits patients, employees, and the entire community.  The Maine Tobacco-Free Hospital Network, an initiative of the Breathe Easy Coalition of Maine, wants to recognize those hospitals that have worked hard to make their campus a 100% tobacco-free environment.  

Hospitals may apply for, and be awarded, an award if they meet a minimum of five of the ten-star ratings.  All hospitals that qualify will be recognized by the Maine Tobacco-Free Hospital Network on March 21, 2012 at Maine Hospital Association. Please complete the following criteria, being careful to answer all questions, and place a check (() in the box to the right of the item if your hospital qualifies and include a copy of your tobacco policy. Application due date is February 22, 2012.

Gold Star Standards of Excellence Application

Hospital: _____________________________________________________________________
Administrator: _________________________________________________________________
Mailing Address: _______________________________________________________________
Physical Address (if different): ____________________________________________________
Contact Person: _________________________ Title: __________________________________
Phone: ___________________________ Email: ______________________________________

1. The hospital campus is 100% tobacco-free.  Tobacco use by staff, patients, and visitors is prohibited at all times in and on the hospital’s property including in cars, in parking lots, at all satellite sites or other properties the hospital owns and rents, including off-site meetings and conferences. “Tobacco” refers to cigarettes, smokeless tobacco, snuff, chew, cigars, pipes, non-FDA approved nicotine delivery systems [electronic cigarettes].  Please explain how you meet this standard and describe how the policy is enforced on your campus. ________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
2. Written policies and procedures that communicate the hospital’s tobacco-free policy, including enforcement, exist and are reviewed periodically.  Please include a copy of the policies and procedures that document meeting this standard.  Are staff required to sign off on policies addressing the tobacco policy, ensuring their awareness and compliance with the written policy?   YES   or   NO   (circle one)
How often do you review and if needed update your procedures? _________________
3. Appropriate signage is posted at key locations, including entrances to the building, in parking lots, and on the grounds.  What does the signage state? (Please include photographs of your signs with your application if applicable).
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
4. Information about tobacco use and treatment, secondhand smoke, and local/statewide cessation resources are readily available to patients, staff, and visitors.  Please describe how these materials can be accessed.  ________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
5. Advertisement or promotion of tobacco products is not allowed on the hospital’s campus or satellite facilities.  This includes hospital publications and magazines subscribed to by the hospital in the waiting rooms.  How do you regulate magazines that have tobacco advertising in them?  ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
Do you use the labels available from the Maine Tobacco-Free Hospital Network to place on donated or subscribed magazines in order to cover up tobacco ads in periodicals?    YES   or   NO   (circle one) 
If not and you’d like more information or to receive the stickers, please contact MTFHN.
6. Tobacco treatment intervention is available and encouraged for all tobacco using patients admitted to the hospital.  This includes tobacco cessation counseling, education, and access to evidence-based quit medication as clinically appropriate and clinical assistance for those patients experiencing nicotine withdrawal.  Please list staff position(s) responsible for delivering these clinical services and how you make patients aware of these services.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
7. The hospital supports education and training on tobacco use and treatment to employees.  Please list number of employees who have received training in the past two years and what kind of training was provided. ________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
8. Tobacco treatment services are a covered benefit in the hospital insurance package for employees and dependents.  Benefits include coverage for counseling and medication therapy for quitting tobacco, with minimal, or no, barriers to utilization (i.e. copays, out of pocket costs, limits).  What barriers, if any, have you overcome in order to meet this standard?  How do you inform employees of the benefit? ___________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
9. All recommended visitor lodging are 100% smoke-free.  This includes, but is not limited to, local hotel recommendations for patients/visitors/family members. What efforts do you make to recommend smoke-free lodging options to hospital visitors? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
10. The hospital refuses all donations from the tobacco industry, and divests itself of all tobacco company stock.  How do you assure that donations are not accepted?  What measures did you take to divest of stock, if any?  Is your governing board aware of this standard? 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Each check mark represents one gold star.  How many of the Gold-Star Standards have you documented for your hospitals’ application? (1 to 10) ____________
6-7 Stars: Bronze Award Status
8-9 Stars: Silver Award Status
10 Stars: Gold Award Status
Please submit the application with a copy of your current policy by February 22, 2012  to: Maine Tobacco-Free Hospital Network, c/o Breathe Easy Coalition of Maine, 389 Congress St., Portland, ME 04101
Who/What is Your Hospital’s Gold Star?

In addition to recognizing hospitals for their progress in the tobacco-free movement, the Maine Tobacco-Free Hospital Network would like also to acknowledge those champions of smoke- and tobacco-free living on each campus.  Please feel free to take a moment to call our attention to any individuals, programs, or unique approaches that should be publically recognized during press notifications or awards ceremonies. 

Name (Individual or Program): ___________________________________________________________
Title (Individual Only): __________________________________________________________________
What Makes this Person/Program a Gold Star? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________


MTFHN ONLY


Date Received: 			           Reviewers:				                   	    Score:		


Follow-Up: 					Notes:							














